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Principal’s foreword

Introduction |

Widgee State School is located within
Gympie Regional Shire, approximately 25
km west from Gympie and services the
needs of students within an approximatel5
km radius of the school. The community is
predominantly rural based, with industries
such as pastoral, timber and small cropping.
In recent times a number of small
businesses have established themselves in
the area. Widgee has a recently developed
industrial area where small, specialized
businesses are operating.

The major focus goals for Widgee State School through 2008 were to:

Achieve migration of ICT network to Managed Operating Environment and engage teachers with One School
Suite

Implement assessment and reporting framework in line with EQ QCAR policy and embed curriculum in
Essential Learning Framework as the basis of the core school curriculum

Maintain high level of support for identification and support of student special needs

Tailor school facilities to curriculum and pedagogical needs

Future outlook |

2009 PRIORITIES:

Maintain strong literacy intervention support program across all year levels.

Introduce teacher laptop program and support the ongoing development of embedding ICT applications
across school curriculum.

Align school curriculum with Essential Learnings Framework and QCAR policy

Promote strong and active relationships/partnerships with community organisations to embed within the
culture of the school.

Complete the construction of tuckshop facility
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Our school at a glance

School Profile |

Total student enrolments for our school: 64
Year levels offered: Prep to Year 7 in coeducational multi-age class settings

Curriculum offerings |

Our distinctive curriculum offerings include a Talent ID program managed by our Physical Education Specialist across
the middle to upper years in the school. The program has a strong focus on personal development and introduces the
students to experience a wide range of sporting experiences.

We engage students in technology based educational experiences which includes Robotics, Model construction in
connection with the Gympie Show, school gardening group.

Widgee State School offers Japanese as its Languages Other Than English. The school has a proud tradition of high
standards in the students’ language development.

Extra curricula activities

Gympie Small Schools Sports (Athletics, Ball Games)
Gympie Maths Team Challenge Competition — 2008 winners of Small Schools Team and Individual sections
Gympie Show — Arts and Craft and School work sections

Annual camping program upper school students — 2008 focus history and development of our State Capital,
exploration of Amberley Air Force Base.

Annual involvement in Heart Foundation Jumprope For Heart Program

How computers are used to assist learning

All learning spaces have access to computers. Students use them as tools to access information through the internet,
for desk-top publishing of work and as part of simulation tasks. Students working with robotics use computers to
program their robots.

Social climate |

The students engage in a wide range of social and educational experiences. At Widgee we focus strongly on
developing the whole student — academic and social.

Involving parents in their child’s education.

Parents assist the school through voluntary help in supporting intensive reading program, tuckshop and community
fundraising activities.

The development of many of our facilities and resources for our students is dependent on the generous support and
involvement of our parents and community. A major project commenced in 2007 is the construction of the free
standing tuckshop building. We hope to complete this in 2009.
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Our staff profile
Quialifications of all teachers.
Number of
Highest level of classroom O Doctorate (] M.asters
attainment teachers and OBachelor degree ODiploma
school leaders at O Certificate
the school
Doctorate 0 . S
0%
Masters 1
Bachelor degree 2
Diploma 1
Certificate 0

Expenditure on and teacher participation in professional development. \

The total funds expended on teacher professional development in 2008 was $3203.15. (This does not
include Teacher Relief Scheme to replace teachers while attending professional development activities.)

The major professional development initiatives are as follows: Prep, Literacy, ICT, First Aid, Regional and
District Leadership Development.

The involvement of the teaching staff in professional development activities during 2008 was 100 %.

Average staff attendance

For permanent and temporary staff and school leaders the staff attendance rate was 96% in 2008.

Proportion of staff retained from the previous school year.

From the end of the 2007 school year, 70 % of staff were retained by the school for the entire 2008 school year.
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Performance of our students

Student attendance \

The average attendance rate as a percentage in 2008 was 94 %.

Key outcomes

National Assessment Program — Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) results - our
reading, writing, spelling, grammar and punctuation, and numeracy results for the Years
3,5,7and9.

Domain Measures Yr3 Yr5 Yr7
Average score for the school 306 445 534
Reading Average score for Queensland 371.1 466.1 528.1
For the school the percentage of students at 2008 | 60 % 88 % 100 %
or above the national minimum standard.
Average score for the school 351 474 507
Writing Average score for Queensland 391.8 468.9 522.7

For the school the percentage of students at 2008 | 100 % 100 % 80 %
or above the national minimum standard.

Average score for the school 347 442 535
Spelling Average score for Queensland 366.7 462.0 528.0
For the school the percentage of students at 2008 | 100 % 75 % 91 %
or above the national minimum standard.
Grammar Average score for the school 337 465 512
and Average score for Queensland 370.4 476.6 518.0
Punctuation For the school the percentage of students at 2008 | 100 % 100 % 100 %
or above the national minimum standard.
Average score for the school 325 419 545
Numeracy Average score for Queensland 367.9 458.2 539.0
For the school the percentage of students at 2008 | 80 % 75 % 100 %

or above the national minimum standard.

Results in the Year 2 Diagnostic Net

Percentage of students not requiring additional support

Reading 70%
Writing 90%
Number 90%
Value added |

Widgee State School participates in a range of community and inter-school activities. Some of these include:
ICAS Mathematics, Science and Computer Competitions. Students achieved from participation to high
distinction.
Gympie Eisteddfod — we entered into Recorder Ensemble, Choir, Sacred Choir and Marimba Ensemble.
Students achieved high placing and performed with distinction. This is an opportunity to showcase the talents of
the students as developed through the schools comprehensive music program in classes.
Gympie Regional Show — Students entered variety of materials in student section and achieved highly.
Gympie Small Schools Sports — Athletics and Ball Games
We operate a most effective PE swimming program in terms 1&2 — all students achieve high levels of swimming
skills by the end of year 7
Students were selected and performed well at district and regional level of sports in cross country, athletics,
football and basketball.
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Performance of our students

Parent, student and teacher satisfaction with the school

All students, parents are satisfied to very satisfied with the school in the comprehensive curriculum offered to its

students from prep to year 7. The school is very well resourced in terms of a very dedicated staff (teachers and
support staff) situated in excellent facilities.
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